In the present article author analyzes theoretical and practical questions of the role and place of Internet in modern Russia. Author also presents a short history of the Internet development in Russia and states reasons for non-existence of the Internet in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and its development in the end of the Soviet Union history and start of the modern Russian country history. Author discuses question of Internet use in modern Russia and reasons for the widespread of information technologies and especially Internet, analize questions of the information security in the condition of globalization and spread of information technologies. During the discussion authors use statistical data and present opinions of different specialists. In the conclusion author points out that in the modern world information technology may be dangerous, and not only may it be dangerous for individuals but it may pose threat directly to government and society in general, appropriate legal regulation and law-enforcement is required.
.
In 1993 the Internet global information and telecommunication system was only used by 0.25 per cent of the population. In 1997 the number of users reached 100,000 people, in 2001 -500,000 people, in 2005 it grew up to one billion, in 2010 it doubled reaching two billion, and in 2014 the number of users amounted to 2,925,249,355 people, which equals to 40.4 per cent of the world's population.
Discussion
"Today we can say that the Internet covers all countries in the world because modern technologies (mobile satellite services) have made it possible to connect to the Internet from any part of the globe. As for the infrastructure, the Internet is available in over 150 countries" (Chesnokov, 2013, p. 14) . It is worth mentioning that throughout the period of 21 years ) the percentage of Internet users increased by 161,52 times, with allowance for the population growth.
The process of Internet expansion is different and not geographically even -a lot depends on the population size and density, per capita income, the median age, education level, and how developed the information and telecommunication structure in the region is. 48.4 per cent of the users today are located in Asia, 21.8 percentin North and South America, 19 per cent are in Europe, 9.8 per cent -in Africa, and 0.6 per cent are located in Oceania.
There are 195 independent countries in the world today (Volkova, 2013, p. 4) , 193 of which are UN members, and the remaining 2 are observers. However, as of December 2013, over 66 per cent of the population was located in only 20 countries: China, USA, India, Brazil, Japan, Russia, Germany, Nigeria, Great Britain, France, Indonesia, Mexico, Iran, Philippines, Egypt, South Korea, Vietnam, Turkey, Italy and Spain.
Obviously these countries boast the largest numbers of Internet users -nearly 74 per cent of the population, and in some of the states these figures are even bigger: 1) Great Britain -89.8 per cent, 2) Japan -86.2 per cent, 3) Germany -86.2 per cent, 4) South Korea -84.8 per cent, 5) USA -84.2 per cent, 6) France -83.3 per cent.
It is important to mention that 4 developing countries out of the 20 states mentioned above, saw the phenomenal growth in the number of Internet users in the period between 2000 and 2013: 1) Nigeria -33,559.6 per cent, 2) Vietnam -20,406.1 per cent, 3) Iran -17,900 per cent, 4) Egypt -9,470 per cent. The lowest growth rate throughout the same period of time took place in the 6 most technologically and economically advanced countries: 1) South Korea -118.3 per cent, 2) Japan -132.9 per cent, 3) Italy -173.2 per cent, 4) USA -181.6 per cent 5) Germany -190.7 per cent 6) Great Britain -271.9 per cent.
It is interesting that the growth in the given 20 countries between 2000 and 2013 amounted to 658.2 per cent, in the rest of the countries it was 732.9 per cent, and in the whole world in total it reached 676.3 per cent. These figures show that in developed countries the growth rate of Internet users is 74.7 per cent higher than in the 20 countries where the majority of the users reside.
As of December 2013, the number of Internet users in Russia amounted to 87,476,747. Thus, Russia takes the 6 th place in the world by the number of Internet users. However, this is only 61.4 per cent of the Russian population, so by the Internet use rate Russia ranks eighth among the 20 states.
As we all know, Russia is the largest country in the world by landmass, which is clearly a deterrent of developing national Internet services. However, it resulted in numerous telecommunications service providers in Russia, which can't be said about many Western countries. For example, as of February 1, 2015 the Register of telecommunications licenses "contains information about 37,775 licenses" (Register of telecommunications licenses, 2015). Today there are 4 main forms of Internet access in Russia: cable, wireless (including mobile Internet), satellite, and dial-up.
To the Question of Internet Resources Growth
There are objective reasons making it obvious that the number of Internet users will keep growing. People actively use all sorts of information and network resources in the Internet, as well as ability to directly connect with each other. Besides, the information and network resources are numerous, and their number tends to grow continuously. For instance, in April 2014, the number of second-level domains registered under top-level domains (TLD) amounted to 271 million (The Domain Name Industry Brief Volume 11 -Issue 1 -April 2014, 2014), and in December 2014 it went up to 280 million. Thus the number of domain names grew by 9 million within 8 months (The Domain Name Industry Brief Volume 11 -Issue 3 -December 2014, 2014).
www.ccsenet.org/ass Asian Social Science Vol. 11, No. 18; 2015 A list of the ten most popular top-level domains (TLD) looks as follows: 1) .com, 2) .tk -Tokelau, 3) .deGermany, 4) .cn -China, 5) .uk -Britain, 7) .org, 8) .ru -Russia, 9) .info, 10) .nl -the Netherlands (The Domain Name Industry Brief Volume 11 -Issue 3 -December 2014, 2014).
Thus the top ten includes 4 generic top-level domains (gTLD) and 6 country code top-level domains (ccTLD): Tokelau, Germany, China, Great Britain, the Netherlands and Russia.
It might seem surprising that the country code top-level domain of Tokelau is second most popular among all top-level domains. It becomes even more surprising when you find out that Tokelau is a territory of New Zealand in the South Pacific Ocean that consists of three tropical coral atolls with a population of 1,337 people (as of July 2014) (Australia-Oceania: Tokelau (territory of New Zealand), 2015).
The reason for such high popularity is explained by the fact that most Internet services in Tokelau are free of charge for both personal and commercial use. This generous, client oriented approach, along with the quality of the services, makes it clear why Tokelau's country code top-level domain boasts such an extraordinary popularity, which in its turn, has a positive influence on the country's image.
The .ru domain is in the top ten of top-level domains (TLD), ranking sixth by the total number of Internet users and ranking fifth among country code top-level domains (ccTLD), which proves that Russia boasts a high Internet use rate. It should be mentioned that this statistics allows for second-level domains registered under top-level domains, but there are 3 country code top-level domains for Russia (.ru, .su, .рф), which is not taken into consideration. It must be pointed out that the given 'geographic' domains were classified as special-type domains, so "it was forbidden to charge any fees for registration and prolongation of domains in these zones" (The Annual Report, 2014). Thus, ever since the creation of Russian 'geographic' domains and other third-level domains, a lot of Internet users have been registering different information resources under their own free domains.
Domains Registered and Number of Information Resources
According to the information provided by the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) -"a nonprofit organization, which oversees global IP address allocation, creation and management, as well as root zone management" (Kasenova, 2013) The rest of the domain names are not used comprehensively (site under construction, parked domain, gives an error, site not found, redirects to a different site or the domain is undelegated at all).
In 2013 the total number of websites all over the world amounted to 672,985,183 while the number of Internet users at that period was 2, 756, 198, 420 . This means that on average there is one functioning website per every four Internet users. At that, despite a decline in the number of websites in 2010 and 2013, the number clearly tends to increase constantly. It is interesting that throughout the first 6 years the number of websites grew exponentially, however compared to the number of websites we have these days, the figures were much smaller. Since 2000 the number of websites has grown systematically by tens of thousands every year. Starting from 2010 their number has grown constantly by around 150,000 websites per year.
Such growth rate of information resources and popularization of the Internet among people all over the world and Russia in particular shows that the use of telecommunications technology becomes more active by the year, and its applications become more diverse.
Reasons for the Internet Use
According to the Russian Public Opinion Foundation, as of June 27, 2014 "the number of active Internet usersthose going online at least once a day -was 50 per cent (58.3 million people). The annual growth rate of Internet users that go online once a month was 7 per cent, while the growth rate for those using the Internet once daily was 12 per cent" ( Press releases., 2014) the most popular purpose among the Russian Internet users is "to look up necessary information", "to communicate with others", "for entertainment", "to follow the latest news", "to find/listen to music", "to find/ watch movies", "to find/buy goods or services", "to find out what is happening within the country and abroad", "to find/read books". The number of users in all the categories has increased over the last 4 years. 
Conclusion
Today "the Internet is clearly a one-of-a-kind space that comprises both an information exchange network and a platform for all sorts of business activities. … A lot of the social life areas become virtual -the relationships take place in the so-called null space" (Bachilo, 2000) .
Information technology has become part and parcel of many people's daily lives to such an extent that a lot of activities are now either fully carried out online, or done with help of the Internet.
The Internet in Russia today is used not just for communication or entertainment, but also for carrying out business and banking operations, commercial and social activities, providing government services, ensuring public access to court records and mass media activity, and many other things including scientific and educational purposes. Moreover, given the unique features of the Internet network, a lot of activities can be carried out from nearly any part of the world, and the Internet proliferation creates a lot of jobs.
However, in the modern world information technology can be dangerous, and not only can it be dangerous for individuals but it can pose a threat directly to governments and the society in general. As a result of its across-the-board use, information technology has undergone some changes, and so has the modern warfare means and military tactics -some of the approaches now even allow for information security vulnerability (Korsakov, 2012) , which can be called cyber wars and cyber espionage (Baseley, Bommelaer, Vasilyev, Weber, Bommelaer, Kummer, Orlov, Ponder, Reed, & Yakushev, 2013, pp. 185-206) .
